
12    sabMag ~ november/december 2010

Douglas Lighting 
Controls 
appoints new 
senior VP

Douglas Lighting Controls, 

Inc., which engineers, manufac-

tures and distributes lighting 
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Industry Trends 
and Benchmarks 
Emerge.

By Meirav Even-Har, Interim 

Manager, Environmental 

Initiatives, BOMA Canada.

For the second successive 

year the Building Owners 

and Managers Association of 

Canada [BOMA Canada] has 

published the 2010 BOMA 

BESt [Building Environmental 

Standards] Energy and Environ-

mental Report – or BBEER – 

that provides data and analy-

sis for 300 office buildings 

certified between June 2009 

and July 2010, representing 

over 92 million square feet. 

The report presents industry 

trends to assist building man-

agers benchmark their per-

formance,  and policy makers 

better understand achieve-

ments realized so far.

Data in the report is analy-

sed by region, sector [Public 

vs. Private], and building fea-

tures [size and age].  

So what does the 2010 

BBEER reveal about industry 

performance? Mainly it shows 

a growing sophistication by 

the industry in its handling of 

energy, water, waste, emis-

sions and effluents, indoor 

environment, and environ-

mental management, but also 

in the qualitative social indica-

tors such as increased com-

munication with tenants, and 

reporting. Some highlights 

from the 2010 BBEER are:

Energy in Numbers

• BOMA BESt office build-

ings average energy perfor-

mance is 31.85 ekWh/sq.ft./yr, 

lower than the national aver-

age energy intensity for office 

buildings at 36.65 ekWh/sq.ft./

yr. The average energy inten-

sity for BOMA BESt level 4 

buildings is only 22.6 ekWh/

Sq.ft./yr.

• The overall average ener-

gy intensity by region is high-

est in the Atlantic region and 

lowest in Quebec.

 Water in Numbers

• Overall average water 

consumption for BOMA BESt 

certified buildings is 0.98m3/

m2, compared to the higher 

national average for water 

consumption in commercial 

buildings of 2.03m3/m2.

• The overall average water 

consumption by region is high-

est in BC at 1.04m3/m2 fol-

lowed by the remainder of 

regions at 0.9-1.0m3/m2.

 Waste Management

42% of BOMA BESt certi-

fied buildings divert between 

60-90% of their waste from 

landfill.

Emissions & Effluents

Over three quarters of the 

top 25% of buildings in this 

section use only refrigerants 

that have low ozone-depleting 

and global warming potential.

Indoor Environment

95-100% of BOMA BESt 

certified buildings have a 

contract with cleaning ser-

vices that requires the use of 

environmentall- preferable 

products.

Environmental  

Management Systems:

 99-100% of BOMA BESt 

certified buildings have a writ-

ten environmental policy; and 

95-100% of buildings have a 

written environmental pro-

curement policy.

The Bigger Picture: Why 

does all this matter to 

owners and building 

managers?

The prevailing public interest 

in the environment translates 

into continued pressure on busi-

ness – including buildings own-

ers and managers – to invest 

time and resources to increase 

their environmental perfor-

mance. Tenants are demanding 

it, institutional investors require 

it, and so the competitive land-

scape of the industry calls for a 

demonstration of environmen-

tal responsibility.

BOMA BESt is not only an 

industry-recognized perfor-

mance-based building certifi-

cation program, but it also 

provides a framework for envi-

ronmental management and 

on-going improvement.

To download a free copy of 

the 2010 BBEER register at: 

www.bomabest.com.
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